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and depression at alarming rates. Women ex-
perience more chronic illness and are pre-
scribed more medications by their physicians
than men. Depression, for example, most
often strikes women between the ages of 25
and 44. Because of the devastating impact of
depression on women during these prime pro-
ductive years, depression now ranks as the
number one cause of disability in women.

| was proud to co-sponsor a recent congres-
sional briefing with the Friends of the National
Institute of Nursing Research entitled, “Reach-
ing Gender Equity in the 21st Century: A Re-
newed Focus on Women'’s Health.” The brief-
ing featured nurse researchers who presented
compelling data on different chronic, debili-
tating conditions that affect women three times
more often than men.

The National Institute for Nursing Research
(NINR) appreciates the affects of chronic dis-
eases on a woman’s productivity and has
merely touched the tip of the iceberg relative
to women’s health needs and concerns. | am
proud to be a member of the nursing commu-
nity and support the continued work at the
NINR. | am circulating a letter to the Appro-
priations Committee, calling for a significant in-
crease in funding for NINR. NINR is currently
undertaking important research to help Ameri-
cans most efficiently manage their health care
problems, so that they will not have to seek
hospital care. The purpose of NINR is to sup-
port and conduct research and research train-
ing to reduce the burden of illness and dis-
ability, to improve health-related quality of life,
and to promote health and prevent disease,
including research on the best methods to
help people choose health-promoting behav-
iors and lifestyles. Research programs sup-
ported by the NINR address a number of crit-
ical public health and patient care questions,
including women'’s health issues.

Here in Congress, we need to support ef-
forts to empower more women to understand
and effectively manage chronic illnesses and
live more productive and happier lives. We
also need to reaffirm our commitment to ad-
vancing the understanding of women'’s health
in this country and to assure that scientific
knowledge is quickly put into medical practice.
I am proud to support NINR and its research,
and to have co-sponsored their recent event
focusing on women’s health. We have made
major accomplishments in this area, but we in
Congress must keep supporting these efforts.
There is still so much to be done.
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Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, many fingers
have been pointed today and much has been
said about what this side believes and what
that side believes. | am here to tell you what
| believe.

| am a cosponsor of H.R. 2149, the Late-
term Abortion Restriction Act. Roe v. Wade
and successor decisions are the law of the
land and this bill is consistent with the law.

The bill would ban all late-term abortions,
regardless of the type of procedure used, with
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exceptions only to protect the life of the moth-
er and to avert serious adverse health con-
sequences. Because it bans abortions based
upon viability of the fetus rather than the type
of procedure used, it will prevent late-term
abortions in a morally and constitutionally
sound manner.

| considered many factors in deciding to co-
sponsor H.R. 2149. | am a believer in the
Constitution. The Supreme Court has repeat-
edly confirmed that our rights include the right
to make our own medical decisions.

No one can say ending a pregnancy is an
easy decision, nor can anyone claim the idea
of late term abortions for only convenience is
anything but ethically wrong. This bill strikes a
balance and adheres to the Court's require-
ment that any law protect the life and health
of the pregnant woman. H.R. 2149 meets all
these constitutional requirements.

This bill should be law because it addresses
what the American people truly want to stop—
the termination of a viable fetus during late
stages of pregnancy, unless there is a serious
threat to life or health of the mother.

The President has said he would sign H.R.
2149 into law. If opponents of abortion truly
want to stop late-term abortions, this is the bill
that will do it.

Today, | will vote against H.R. 3660, the
Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act. | urge my col-
leagues to consider H.R. 2149 as an effective
and constitutionally sound solution to this
deeply personal issue.
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Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding academic institu-
tion in my district, Alabama A&M University on
the occasion of their 125th anniversary. Since
its founding by Dr. William Hooper Councill,
Alabama A&M has flourished and brought ac-
colades and honors galore back to North Ala-
bama.

On May 1, 1875, Alabama A&M opened
with a state appropriation of 1000 dollars, 61
students and 2 teachers. Today it is a thriving
university boasting a wide variety of degree
programs ranging from the associate to the
Ph.D. degree. Their commitment to academic
excellence and individual student need are al-
most unparalleled.

This is a fitting tribute for an institution that
has instilled knowledge and character in so
many young people for over a century. | am
proud of Alabama A&M and their under-grad-
uate and graduate school offerings. Alabama
A&M is North Alabama’s only source for an
accredited master’'s degree in social work. For
the past three consecutive years, they have
had five students listed on the USA Today
Academic Team and they are listed among
the Top 50 Black Enterprise/DayStar Schools.

On behalf of the U.S. Congress, | pay hom-
age to Alabama A&M and thank them for the
countless contributions they have made to our
community. | congratulate the university on
their 125th anniversary and look forward to
many more years of success and growth.
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, |
will vote against HR 3660. For the third time
in five years, the House of Representatives is
considering a bill to ban so-called “partial
birth” abortions. For the third time since |
came to Congress we will be voting on a bill
that is almost certainly unconstitutional and
will be vetoed by the President.

The advocates of the bill suggest that this
version has been changed to address some of
the constitutional concerns. This bill does rec-
ognize that the lives of mothers have a claim
to protection, but it remains silent when there
is a threat to a woman'’s health.

During the previous consideration of this
type of legislation, Congress and the President
heard from many women for whom this type of
legislation would have dire consequences.
These women and their families were all con-
fronted with tragic situations and, with the
qualified medical direction of their doctors,
made the incredibly personal and difficult deci-
sion to terminate their pregnancy. Congress
has no place in that decision. This legislation
would have a catastrophic effect on the lives
of families like these.

HR 3660 is more about politics than good
policy. If the Congress were serious about
preventing abortion, it would not be fighting ef-
forts to make family planning more widely
available. If it were serious about protecting
children, it would do much more to ensure
available child care and quality schools.

Proponents of this bill show gruesome pic-
tures of objectionable procedures and ignore
the pictures of the many real families who
have had to make difficult decisions in the
face of tragic circumstances. We cannot con-
tinue to ignore those pictures and the wrench-
ing reality they represent.

My position on this most sensitive of per-
sonal decisions is very simple: Congress
should not interfere. | will oppose this legisla-
tion.
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Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Speaker, the late C.B.
King of Albany, Georgia was born on October
12, 1923, one of eight children of Clennon W.
and Margaret Slater King, who raised a truly
extraordinary family. Following graduation from
high school, he served in the Navy and then
earned his bachelor's degree from Fisk Uni-
versity in Nashville, Tennessee and his law
degree from Case Western Reserve University
in Cleveland, Ohio. Although other promising
opportunities were available to him, he de-
cided to return home and become the only
black attorney practicing in his community,
and one of only three practicing in Georgia
outside of Atlanta.
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